Friends of the Malden River
friendsofthemaldenriver@gmail.com

September 30, 2019
Community Preservation Committee
Malden, Massachusetts
Dear Committee Members,
The Friends of the Malden River fully support the application for CPC funds to match the funds
($153,060) awarded by the DCR MassTrail's grant to the City of Malden for the design, permitting and
construction of the Spot Pond Brook Greenway. It is important that the City of Malden conducts a
community engagement process, design, permit and conducts some construction to connect the
section at Oak Grove to the Malden River Greenway and the Northern Strand Trail. The Friends of the
Malden River’s mission includes public awareness and access to open space along the Malden River
and all of its tributaries.
This trail will inspire revitalization of Spot Pond Brook with public awareness. Residents raised interest
and concern for Malden’s waterways during the 2018 Open Space and Recreation plan. One concern
was the amount of trash and the perception of pollution in the river as a deterrent for visitation. Spot
Pond Brook flows from Spot Pond, the source of the Malden River. This section of the creek is poorly
maintained and is a source of pollution for the Malden River.
This rail trail will provide safety for pedestrians and cyclists as they improve their health and our
community by using alternative transportation to the widely used Oak Grove Station. Spot Pond Creek
will be highlighted as people are enjoying the newly provided recreation. This will create a need for
the public and the municipalities to clean up the creek which will benefit the Malden River and the
Mystic River as a whole. Brooks and streams are essential habitats for species of plant and animals,
adding also to the enjoyment of being out the natural world.
This trail will be an integral piece of the Malden River and the Mystic River Greenway. At this time,
there are completed sections of the Malden River Greenway that need to be linked to more
communities. This is a most logical connection, with the land being owned by public service entities,
the DCR and the MBTA.
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This timely application falls within the MBTA’s revitalization of the Oak Grove Station. The MBTA and
the DCR appreciate alternative modes of transportation to their stations and their parks. Public
comments for the Oak Grove upgrade included a designated bike and pedestrian path along the Spot
Pond Creek. In response, the MBTA has modified the project to make room for the trail. The
2019/2020 summer construction season would include the Spot Pond Brook Trail.
Please contact me for any questions or concerns at 617-460-6080. Thank you for this opportunity for
Malden and its surrounding communities.
Sincerely,

Karen Buck
The Friends of the Malden River

Mission of The Friends of Malden River: The Friends of the Malden River seek to promote
awareness of and interest in the Malden River, improve its water quality, and increase access
for public enjoyment.

Yem Lip
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ryan O'Malley
Monday, September 30, 2019 5:24 PM
Yem Lip
Fwd: Spot Bond Brook Greenway

Ryan O'Malley
Councillor Ward 4
City of Malden
Begin forwarded message:
From: Skyler Chick <schick@shadleyassociates.com>
Date: September 27, 2019 at 12:07:52 PM EDT
To: Ryan O'Malley <romalley@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>
Cc: "apratt@maldenredevelopment.com" <apratt@maldenredevelopment.com>, Pam Shadley
<pshadley@shadleyassociates.com>, Maria Luise <mluise@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>, Yem Lip
<ylip@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>
Subject: RE: Spot Bond Brook Greenway
Councillor O’Malley,
Pam and I took a look at your request regarding the Spot Bond Brook Greenway Project. We understand that
the CPA application deadline is near. These are our high level thoughts on scope and fee:
The goal is to prepare planning documents for a feasibility study for the Spot Pond Brook Greenway. The
team will need to be a landscape architect and a civil engineer. Here is the scope:
Initial Site investigation
 Put together a base plan from available information
 Walk the entire length
 LA looks at design issues, civil engineer looks at property ownership, easement encroachment,
drainage issues
 Brief report on existing conditions (no site survey)
 Public Meeting on existing conditions
Preliminary Feasibility Study Design
 LA and civil engineer put together a preliminary plan of the entire trail, with up to 4 blowup plans at
special or difficult locations or crossings, and up to 4 typical cross sections.
 Site furnishings / amenities / lighting discussions
 Public Meeting
Final Feasibilty Study Design
 Refine plan view and material sections
 Prepare memo of next steps: takings, easements, cleanup, permitting, need a survey for construction
 Construction cost estimate
 Public Meeting
 Final deliverables: plan, construction cost estimate, memo of next steps for final design and
construction, plus legal work
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Fees: $40,000 for Landscape Architect
$35,000 for Civil Engineer
We hope this helps as you prepare the project application.
Thank you,
Skyler
Skyler M. Chick, ASLA, PLA
Associate
S H A D L E Y A S S O C I A T E S, P. C.
1730 Massachusetts Avenue
Lexington, MA 02420-5301
T: 781.652.8809
www.shadleyassociates.com
please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
This message may contain confidential information and is intended to be read only by the individual to whom it is addressed. If you are not
the intended recipient, you are on notice that any review, disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents is prohibited. If you have
received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete or destroy any copy of this message.

From: Ryan O'Malley <romalley@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2019 8:36 AM
To: Skyler Chick <schick@shadleyassociates.com>
Cc: apratt@maldenredevelopment.com; Pam Shadley <pshadley@shadleyassociates.com>; Maria Luise
<mluise@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Yem Lip <ylip@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>
Subject: Re: Coytemore Lea Park Master Plan update
Good morning Skyler,
I apologize but I have another last minute request...
There is a second CPA project that is looking to leverage a $153,000 MassTrails grant we received from
the DCR for what is called the Spot Pond Brook Greenway (SPBG).
We are looking to have the CPC match the $153,000 so that we can do a public engagement process and
a design process.
The scope of this CPC application would be connecting the soon to be constructed Greenway up at Oak
Grove (which will end at Winter Street) to the Malden River and the Northern Strand Trail. The SPBG will
pass directly through Coytemore Lea Park.
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Can you please give us a very high level estimate for 3 community meetings and the design process?
I will follow up with a phone call.
Thank you,
Ryan
Ryan O'Malley
Councillor Ward 4
City of Malden
On Sep 26, 2019, at 12:54 PM, Skyler Chick <schick@shadleyassociates.com> wrote:
Councillor O’Malley,
Thank you for this additional information. This is helpful. We will review it and prepare a
quote for this work so you have a budget for your CPA application.
Thank you,
Skyler
Skyler M. Chick, ASLA, PLA
Associate
S H A D L E Y A S S O C I A T E S, P. C.
1730 Massachusetts Avenue
Lexington, MA 02420-5301
T: 781.652.8809
www.shadleyassociates.com
please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
This message may contain confidential information and is intended to be read only by the individual to whom it is
addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you are on notice that any review, disclosure, copying, distribution
or use of the contents is prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender
immediately and delete or destroy any copy of this message.

From: Ryan O'Malley <romalley@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2019 10:45 AM
To: Skyler Chick <schick@shadleyassociates.com>
Cc: apratt@maldenredevelopment.com; Pam Shadley
<pshadley@shadleyassociates.com>
Subject: Re: Coytemore Lea Park Master Plan update
Hi Skyler,
Yes, this aligns with what we are looking for.
Some features could be a bandstand built into the hill that faces the "soccer" field, a
multigenerational fitness facility, concrete blocks installed into the hillsides to create
seating/areas, outdoor ping pong tables, shade structures, etc. That being said, we
would really want the community engagement process to inform what actually gets
designed and built.
It also worth noting that we are working with Malden resident and Conservation
Commission member Brian Creamer to design green stormwater management facilities
like bio‐swales and rain gardens.
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At this point the quote for conducting this work is what we are looking for to budget in a
CPA application.
Thank you,
Ryan
Ryan O'Malley
Councillor Ward 4
City of Malden
On Sep 25, 2019, at 4:53 PM, Skyler Chick <schick@shadleyassociates.com> wrote:
Alex & Councillor O’Malley,
Thank you for reaching out to us. We would be happy to put together a
proposal for updating the Coytemore Lea Park Master Plan. Can you please
provide a program for the master plan, such as what you are looking to
incorporate into the site (e.g. bandstand, recreational activities, picnic areas,
etc.)?
Also, we are thinking the scope would include a couple of alternatives, one
public meeting, with a final Master Plan and construction cost estimate as
the final deliverable. Does this align with your expectations?
If you could offer some input to these questions, we can follow up with a
design cost.
Thank you,
Skyler
Skyler M. Chick, ASLA, PLA
Associate
S H A D L E Y A S S O C I A T E S, P. C.
1730 Massachusetts Avenue
Lexington, MA 02420-5301
T: 781.652.8809
www.shadleyassociates.com
please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
This message may contain confidential information and is intended to be read only by the
individual to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you are on
notice that any review, disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents is
prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender
immediately and delete or destroy any copy of this message.

From: Alex Pratt <apratt@maldenredevelopment.com>
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2019 7:22 PM
To: Skyler Chick <schick@shadleyassociates.com>; Pam Shadley
<pshadley@shadleyassociates.com>
Cc: Ryan O'Malley <romalley@cityofmalden.org>
Subject: Coytemore Lea Park Master Plan update
Hi Pam and Skyler,
Councillor O’Malley was hoping to get a high level quote for updating
the Coytemore Lea Park Master Plan. He said the scope would be similar
to Trafton Park, but would likely require less work due to the existing
Master Plan and all the recent work done at the park. He’s applying for
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CPA funds for this project. I’ve copied Councillor O’Malley here to
address any questions you may have.
Thanks!
My best,
Alex
Alex Pratt
Community Development Director
Malden Redevelopment Authority
17 Pleasant St., Third Floor
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 278
Malden, MA 02148
781‐324‐5720 x 5728
781‐322‐3734 (fax)
apratt@maldenredevelopment.com

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary
of State has determined that most email is public record and therefore
cannot be kept confidential.

This email has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint
Essentials. Click here to report this email as spam.

This email has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentials. Click
here to report this email as spam.

This email has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentials. Click here to report
this email as spam.
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Bike to the Sea, Inc.
c/o 83 Jacob Street
Malden MA 02148
781-397-6893

September 20, 2019

Julianne Orsino, Chair
Malden Community Preservation Committee
110 Pleasant Street, Malden, MA 02148
Re:

Spot Pond Brook Greenway
CPC Application to Fund Project, Extra $153k

Dear Julianne Orsino,
I write on behalf of Bike to the Sea in support of the City of Malden proposal to the Malden
Community Preservation Committee for a grant to fund a feasibility study, community
engagement, design, and partial construction of the proposed Spot Pond Brook Greenway.
We strongly support this grant application and the focus on increasing access to safe and
healthy alternative transportation options in Malden, as well as providing new recreational
opportunities for residents to enjoy.
This project plays an important role in further developing the ecosystem of off-road paths
connecting many neighborhoods to each other north of Boston, which would have
incremental benefits: safer, more convenient options for people who bike and opt for other
forms of micro transportation; leading to more people biking, walking, skating, etc; leading
to fewer cars on the road; leading to less traffic, less stress; leading to safer streets for
everybody. The path will also open up new affordable ways for Malden’s families to send
their children to school, pick up groceries, or commute to work.
Bike to the Sea has always had a strong relationship with Malden, and the city has been
integral in helping us realize our original dream of letting people bike all the way to the
Nahant Beach from Boston via a community path. These days Malden’s stretch of the
Northern Strand particularly shines with high volumes of people passing through, enjoying
beautiful wall art and lush community gardens. The other weekend I witnessed a family of
5 all biking together to go to the hobby and train shop along the path. We have no doubt the
community would embrace and enjoy the Spot Pond Brook Greenway just as readily.

We are eager to collaborate with the city on this project and are prepared to help facilitate
its progress wherever our resources are appropriate.
We look forward to working with the City of Malden and the Malden Community
Preservation Committee to continue expanding their community path network, and
furthering our vision of not just biking to the sea, but letting people get anywhere safely
and happily without a vehicle.
Sincerely,
Yurij Roman Lojko
Bike to the Sea, Executive Director
Cc:

Ryan O’Malley, Councillor, City of Malden
Gary Christenson, Mayor, City of Malden
Janet Green, President, Bike to the Sea

